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 SABINE CARLSON

“Looking for Felipe”

October 19 – November 6, 2004

Opening reception Sat, Oct 23, 3-6 pm   
Coffee & conversation with the artist Saturday, Nov 6th, 3pm

Sabine Carlson has been painting construction barrels as subject and using them as her primary visual language since the beginning of this millennium. Using a variety of themes like “Repairs” (the title of previous solos in NYC & Washington DC), these barrels at times resemble ‘crowds’ of onlookers, impermanently defined & on the move, migrating to new areas of construction like people awaiting a movie star’s arrival at a premiere. This is her first solo exhibit at Viridian Artists.

We have all seen these construction barrels as we travel across America or commute to our urban jobs from our suburban lives & vice versa. They embody a kind of grandeur in their purpose that is clearly understandable by forcing us to avoid the area they are guarding and redirecting our journey. Too, they imply progress and improvement while at the same time they frustrate us with their interference. The artist sees them as sentinels, vessels, refugees, both familiar and alien in their presence and hence, fascinating.

Carlson’s titles reflect these feelings of ambiguous meaning -- with references to the barriers seen at checkpoints or border crossings ('Passage', 'Blind tiger') or to groups forced together and apart ('No Picnic', 'Shifting Alliances', 'Boat People'). Painted in misty oranges & whites with a deftness not often seen these days, the artist groups them trailing, staggering, and moving through the landscape in places neither here nor there but on the way to somewhere. The background colors give clues that read ‘sky’, ‘sea’, or ‘nice day out’, ‘foggy day out’, while the striped forms evoke a sense of temporary footing in their surroundings.

The artist says of her subject matter: “I am fascinated by the enigmatic qualities inherent in familiar things. The construction barrels mirror back a transitory aspect of the world. In the new paintings, they increasingly look as if they are encountering each other on some kind of migration. The idea that you are watching a quest for information perhaps, and that at any minute some of the barrels might go this way, some another, clashes with the equally strong sensation that their reality and your reality are irreconcilable.” 

Carlson is drawn to the ambiguity that exists between the banal and the profound, particularly post 9/11 when the world as normal has now become suspect and strings of events mean something different than they once did.

Born in Cologne, Germany, the artist began studying visual arts and drama at the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis in ’83. A Philip Guston show at the Walker Art Center in 1984 first introduced her to this painter, whose work has been one of the most important and recurring influences throughout her career.

Carlson went on to study at UC Davis and subsequently at UC Irvine, earning an MFA degree in ’92. She has exhibited widely in the US and internationally. Her works are included in private, public and corporate collections in Germany, Italy and the US. 
Please contact the gallery for more information about this artist and her art.
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